Many of the more recently established fertilizer experiments compare various grades of fertilizer on the basis of a single, but uniform, rate of application. There has been a tendency to apply equal amounts of fertilizer rather than equal quantities of nutrients. The idea has been to determine which of several grades of fertilizer will return the greatest profit under a given condition. It is obvious that in such comparisons the difference in the cost of the fertilizer will Vary with the grade applied. In the interpretation of the results, the difference in the cost of the treatments is often taken into consideration and proper adjustment attempted in order to determine which treatment is the most profitable.
